The Cornerstone Montclair Award
Overview

Cornerstone Montclair is a business with a mission of creating opportunities for people
with disabilities to be active participants in the community in which they live through
meaningful work and social engagement. The Cornerstone Montclair Award aims to
highlight the importance of the inclusion of people with disabilities by providing deserved
recognition of Montclair High School students who develop, nurture, promote and live the
idea of inclusion through self-advocacy and/or interaction with people with disabilities in
our community .
The Cornerstone Montclair Award is typically given to 2-3 Montclair High School seniors
and has a monetary component as part of the award. Potential recipients will be asked to
complete a brief application, which will include a short essay about why they are qualified
to be a recipient of the award. Letters of recommendation are also encouraged.
Alternatively, students may be nominated by an educator, peer or community leader. The
nominator will be asked to submit a statement of support. If the candidate agrees to accept
the nomination, the Cornerstone Montclair awards committee will request that the candidate
complete an application.
If requested, the Cornerstone Montclair awards committee will accept alternate applications
that have been adapted to facilitate the completion by individuals with disabilities.
Questions about alternate applications should be directed to Wendy Lacey at
wendy@cornerstonemontclair.com
Application Deadline: May 7, 2021
Additional information
For purposes of this award, “inclusion” is broadly defined as creating and supporting
opportunities for people with disabilities to enjoy and contribute to their community
alongside their peers. Inclusion is about empowerment and respect. It is about treating
people with disabilities as equals, not the focus of pity. Qualifying activities can take place
within the Montclair community as a whole, including but not limited to, the academic
setting. Recipients will demonstrate that they actively support inclusion within the school
and broader community through activities, self-advocacy, friendships or programs.
*In the spirit of the award’s goals, we also seek to send a message that young adults with
disabilities routinely contribute to the quality of life in our community and deserve
recognition and respect. We encourage students with disabilities to apply for one of the
awards. Some examples of activities that could be a factor in recognizing young adults with
disabilities: member or manager of a sports team, participant in performing arts or clubs,
self-advocacy, involvement with local volunteer opportunities, engagement in communitywide technology projects, etc.

The Cornerstone Montclair Award Application
2020-2021 School Year
Application Deadline: May 7, 2020
Cornerstone Montclair is a business with a mission of creating opportunities for people
with disabilities to be active participants in the community in which they live through
meaningful work and social engagement. The Cornerstone Montclair Award aims to
highlight the importance of the inclusion of people with disabilities by providing deserved
recognition of Montclair High School students who develop, nurture, promote and live the
idea of inclusion through self-advocacy and/or interaction with people with disabilities in
our community .

Award applicants must be in their senior year at Montclair High School, or a part of
the Montclair High School Transition Program for young adults with disabilities.
Applicants must complete the questionnaire below and submit a personal statement
that describes their qualifications for the award. In addition, letters of
recommendation are welcomed and encouraged.
If you are nominating a student, please send us a statement describing why you think
they are qualified to be a recipient of the Cornerstone Montclair Award. The
committee will then reach out to the nominee and ask them to complete the
application below if they wish to accept the nomination.
The committee welcomes requests to modify the application into an alternate format
for persons with disabilities. Requests should be sent to
wendy@cornerstonemontclair.com
1. Applicant Name:

______________________________________________

2. Address:

______________________________________________

3. Phone:

______________________________________________

4. Email:

______________________________________________

5. If selected, do you give permission for the Award to be publicized?_________

6. Extracurricular and Community Activities:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
7. What are your plans for after graduation? _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________
8. Please provide us with a personal statement that describes your qualifications for
consideration. The committee suggests that you include the following information in
your personal statement, if applicable:
• Overview of how you first became involved with individuals with disabilities
in our community, and the length of time that you have been involved with
these activities or programs.
• How did your support for the philosophy of inclusion develop over time and
how has that influenced you?
• How has your experience during the COVID-19 pandemic effected your
interaction with people with disabilities and your support of inclusion?
• An explanation of how your accomplishments and activities demonstrate your
commitment to the equal access to resources, opportunities and social justice
for people with disabilities.
• A description of how you have advocated for individuals with disabilities, and
whether the advocacy has been for you personally, a friend or classmate with a
disability or for people with disabilities in general.
• Are there any means of measuring your impact?
• Your reflections on how community inclusion for persons with disabilities
might factor into your future interests and activities.
Applications should be sent by mail or email to:
Cornerstone Montclair
198 Bellevue Avenue
Montclair, NJ 07043
wendy@cornerstonemontclair.com
Thank you!
The Cornerstone Montclair Award Committee

